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194 Western Australia. 

streams flow into this lake, and with it terminates all appearance of a 
valley, unless the river Lefroy is a connexion with another distant and 
extensive reservoir. This river, in a geographical point of view, is an 
important discovery — the character of its bed, without trees, more water- 
worn than other rivers, its size, and the direction from which it flows, 
also the fact that it had been running so lately, render it exceedingly 
interesting to determine how it is supplied. The sandy nature of the 
country on its banks, and for many miles east, and the flatness of the 
country, preclude the idea that it received its supply from the imme- 
diately surrounding country. It must either be supplied by a country 
of better character far to the eastward, or it is the outlet of another and 
larger lake far in the interior. We are inclined to adopt the latter 
opinion, which is corroborated by an opinion of Colonel Gawler, who, 
in a late paper read to the Geographical Society, states his conviction 
that Lake Torrens is supplied by a much larger lake in the interior. It 
is probable that there is another outlet by the river Lefroy. From the 
natives we could learn nothing but that there were no kangaroos, no 
opossums, and no water, to the east ; but, as their knowledge never ex- 
tends more than 100 miles, their opinions are worthless. The north- 
east valley is narrower, and dry at this time of the year ; probably less 
rain falls in it than in the other valley, for we found the one quite 
boggy and soft, while the other was baked and hard. 

" The desert has a most repelling appearance, but it would be inte- 
resting to cross it at the proper season, which might be done by follow- 
ing the river Lefroy in the month of August. 

" An expedition across the desert would require to be conducted upon 
a larger scale than any private individual would like to afford, and there- 
fore can only be successfully done by the government. A few light 
carts and a well mounted party might usefully and extensively add to 
the geography of the interior, and would not be met by any insuperable 
difficulties, if a proper time of the year were chosen for its departure. 

Henry Landor. 
H. M. Lefroy." 
Perth, Feb. 2, 1843. 



V. — Notes indicative of the Progress of Geographical Discovery. 

Bombay Geographical Society. — Dr. Buist, secretary to the 
Geographical Society of Bombay, in a letter dated the 19th June, 
1843, acknowledging the receipt of Vol. XII. of the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society's Journal, writes as follows : — " The touching 
allusion of the president to the loss of Dr. Heddle, Sir Alex- 
ander Burnes, and Dr. Lord, all most active in their exertions to 
promote the objects of this Society, has greatly gratified the 
members. They request me to express their gratitude for the 
kind and prompt consideration with which permission was granted 
by your Society to have a copy taken of the portrait of Sir Alex- 
ander Burnes. 
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'' We have commenced reprinting the earlier numbers of our 
Transactions, which had been for some time out of print, a very 
small impression only having been originally thrown off. This en- 
ables us to carry on the paging all through, so as to make a volume 
fit for indexing, a precaution heretofore unhappily omitted. The 
London Society has never, I think, been supplied with our first 
issue ;* at all events, whether it has or not, I shall not fail to for- 
ward copies of the new edition with its improvements. 

" We have at the same time presently passing through the 
press our Transactions since 1841. The papers contained in this 
last fasciculus are very interesting. There are many valuable 
papers on Scinde, which our delay in publishing has enabled us to 
place together. These will now have additional- interest from our 
recent conquest on the banks of the Indus, the value of which 
river for commercial purposes appears more clearly every day, 
the better we become acquainted with its capabilities, to have 
been exaggerated. 

" I am in hopes that much light will soon be thrown on the 
geography of the east coast of Africa, on both sides of the line." 

Central Asia. — Dr. Wolff, who has generously volunteered 
to proceed to Bokhara, to learn the fate of Colonel Stoddart and 
Captain Conolly, offered before his departure to collect what geo- 
graphical information he could for the Society. He was furnished 
with lists of the objects most worthy his attention. 

Eastern Africa and Aden. — (Extract : Letter from Cap- 
tain Haines to Sir Charles Malcolm, dated Aden, June 2, 1843.) 
" By this mail Harris proceeds to England, to present to the 
Court [of Directors ?] the specimens of natural history he has 
collected in Abyssinia ; to lay at her Majesty's feet return pre- 
sents from the king of Shwa and Ifat ; and to superintend the 
publication of his work entitled ' Ethiopia as it is.'j If he can 
obtain permission from the authorities, it is his intention to return 
to Ethiopia. ... 

" Christopher has discovered a river without a name, to the 
northward of the Jub, traced it for 130 miles, and found that it 
increased in width and depth as he advanced. The natives as- 
sured him that it continued to do so for 400 miles further. He 
measured its breadth and depth, and found it to vary from 200 to 
300 feet in breadth, and from 13 to 60 feet in depth. It is a 
clear, winding stream, with richly cultivated banks. Grain of all 
kinds was very cheap — jowari was 1 German dollar per 1360 lbs. 
The natives were civil and obliging. He has named it after me, 
which I am sorry for, as I prefer native names, and it must have 
a name already. Of course I have recommended both rivers to 

* A copy of it has been presented to the Society's library by Major Jervis. 
t The title is now changed to ' The Highlands of Ethiopia.' 

o2 
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be examined, as I believe they unite inland, and join the Gosheb. 
I send a full report of 60 pages by this mail . 

" You will be pleased to hear that Aden continues to increase, 
and that supplies of all kinds are plentiful ; indeed, everything 
can be obtained. The population is now about 22,000, instead 
of 600, as in former times. . . It is a busy, lively place. We 
have had as many as four steamers a month, and trees and gar- 
dens are springing up on all sides. The Parsis are certainly in 
advance of the government gardeners." 

Abyssinia. — The Rev. W. H. Wayne wrote to the secretary 
on the 1st of September : — " Mr. Parkyns expected to find two 
friends at Massua early in May last. On the 21st of April he 
wrote from Jidda.: ' I have always kept a regular journal, and of 
course shall continue to do so more regularly than ever. 

. With my friends I shall proceed to Gondar and southward 
through the Galla country in search of the sources of the white 
branch of the river Nile. We shall pass by the lake of Dembea, 
and the sources discovered by Bruce, on our way ; and, if we 
meet with success, shall return in the course of two years to Gon- 
dar. My friends will return thence by the road we came, and I 
shall try the route by Darfur and the Niger. ... I have 
made every preparation for a large collection of birds, beasts, 
insects, plants, and perhaps shells also. . . I have taken with 
me all sorts of instruments and drawing materials.' Mr. Parkyns 
will from time to time communicate with the Geographical So- 
ciety." 

Syria. — Mr. Vigne, well known by his travels into Kashmir 
and Tibet, has started for Vienna, on his way to Syria. He in- 
tends to explore that country in the company of Baron Karl von 
Hiigel, whose travels in Kashmir have attained a European re- 
putation. The Royal Geographical Society has had much pleasure 
in assisting Mr. Vigne with the loan of some instruments. 

Tripoli. — Mr. Consul Hanmer Warrington, on the 25th of 
July, 1843, transmitted to the secretary a statistical notice of the 
Regency of Tripoli. In a letter which accompanied this valuable 
document the author states : — " I hope soon to be able to give 
you some geographical information respecting the interior, as we 
have now a vice-consul established at Murzuk, and I have in- 
structed him to glean whatever may be interesting or useful. 
Nearly all Africa is open to us from this quarter ; and not only 
is a most, extensive trade available, but commerce and intercourse 
would better the condition of the natives and extend civiliza- 
tion. The axe being thus applied to the root of the tree of sla- 
very, it would soon fall." 

Western Africa. — Mr. Becroft, whose name is familiar to 
all interested in African discovery, returned lately from the west 
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coast, after having ascended the Old Calabar river about 300 
miles. He has again left this country to take possession of the 
governorship of Fernando Po, which has been conferred upon 
him by the Spanish government, with the rank of lieutenant in 
the Spanish navy. Mr. Becroft will be in every way useful in such 
a situation ; and from his enterprising spirit we may fairly hope 
that his influence will be exerted in the cause of geographical 
discovery. 

Buenos Ayres. — Don J. Arenalis, writing to the secretary 
from this city, on the 15th of February, 1843 : — " I see by your 
last letter that the council ordered the extracts from the Mercurio 
Peruano, which I forwarded, to be preserved in the archives of 
the R. G. S., and that they will be glad to receive a continuation 
of these extracts. This resolution does me great honour, and is 
perfectly satisfactory to me. I now inclose some more sheets of 
the work, and will continue to forward those which are to follow 
till the work is completed. I am highly pleased with your kind- 
ness in satisfying me as to the use made by the Society of the 
plans and geographical information communicated to it, and will 
take care in future to send you some papers of that kind." 

Sandwich Islands. — General Miller, whose Notes on South 
America are contained in our Journal, has been appointed her 
Majesty's consul at the Sandwich Islands. He has taken his de- 
parture for the scene of his official duties, via Mexico ; and has 
promised to send any observations that he may think useful or 
interesting to the Society. 

South Australia. — The Surveyor- General of this colony left 
Adelaide, on the 4th of July last, on an expedition of discovery to 
the north. He took with him six or seven men, to attend the 
drays and assist him in his operations. Several volunteers in- 
tended to join him. Governor Grey and his step-brother, Mr. 
Thomas, were of the party, but it was uncertain how far they 
intended to accompany it.* The great object of the expedition 
was to explore the eastern and north-eastern shores of Lake Tor- 
rens. Circumstances might interfere to frustrate this ; but at 
Adelaide, from the known abilities of the members of the expe- 
dition, and the completeness of its equipment, great results were 
anticipated. 

New South Wales. — A neat and interesting map has been 
forwarded to this country by Mr. Benjamin Boyd, who sailed some 
time ago, in his yacht the Wanderer, to visit Australia. The map 
contains the result of surveys, by government officers and by the 
gentlemen on board the Wanderer, of Twofold Bay and the coast 
immediately to the N., and a route from the town of Boyd, on 

* As this is going to press we have learned the return of Governor Grey to head- 
quarters. 
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Twofold Bay, to the W. base of Mount Kosciusko. The district 
W. of Twofold Bay, and S. of Mount Kosciusko, which is at pre- 
sent a blank on our maps, appears, from this document, to lie al- 
most entirely within the drainage basin of a river which is formed 
by the confluence of a number of brooks rising along the Snowy 
Mountain range, and a low ridge which separates the basin from 
the E. coast ; the main stream of which flows nearly from N. to 
S., and joins the sea between Cape Howe and Lake King, about 
two-thirds of the distance between those two points from the 
former. 



